SYMAAG   meeting ‘Syria, War and Refugees’ Thursday 14 August 2014, Houlden Hall, St Maries Catholic Cathedral, Sheffield
A resolution passed unanimously by the 32 people present:
This meeting of South Yorkshire asylum rights organisations, voluntary organisations and Syrian residents and refugees:
· Welcomes the formation of local Syrian refugee campaign and support groups including the Syrian Association of Yorkshire (SAY) and resolves to work in solidarity with them.

· Resolves to  press for the UK Government to take more Syrian refugees in the UK (so far they have resettled around 50, compared to Germany committing to resettle 20-25,000).The UK should cooperate with the UNHCR in the resettlement of ‘several thousands’ of Syrian refugees rather than the  ‘few hundreds’ they have agreed over the next three years.
· Commits to a campaign before October in South Yorkshire to persuade Sheffield City Council and other local South Yorkshire councils to agree to take Syrian refugees now, and to factor in the costs of welcoming and integrating them, into future budgets
· To press for the Home Office to treat Syrian people already seeking asylum in the UK with respect and to provide an efficient service regarding their asylum claims

This resolution will be sent to the Home Office, all South Yorkshire M.P.’s, Leaders of Sheffield, Barnsley, Doncaster and Rotherham councils, and local councillors.
