Decent Social Housing for ALL
Stop the G4S Privatisation of Asylum Housing
G4S (Group 4 Security) are the biggest private security company in the world and the largest UK-listed company. With global profits of over £500million in 2011, they are being handed privatising contracts to police the Olympics, run courts, prisons and the police force itself. 

Until 2010 they had the contract to forcibly deport people seeking asylum from the UK: that contract ended after the death of Jimmy Mubenga who was being deported to Angola by G4S security guards. G4S still face manslaughter charges for Jimmy’s death and received 773 complaints of abuse and racism in 2010. From January to April this year, 21 asylum seekers tried to kill themselves in G4S-run detention centres.
Now they want to privatise housing for asylum seekers. G4S have the contract to house asylum seekers in Yorkshire and Humberside (and the East Midlands). Asylum tenants have no rights: ideal for slum landlords – like G4S and their sub-contractors - to exploit. 
We believe that G4S’ real goal is to take over council and social housing, using asylum housing as a stepping stone. That’s one reason why we think Defend Council Housing should take a stand against the privatisation of asylum housing by companies like G4S, Serco and Reliance Security: you could be next. Many tenants groups in South Yorkshire have a proud tradition of welcoming refugees escaping persecution from Chile, Kosova and Iraq. Councils have provided humanitarian housing for people in need.
“I don’t want a prison guard as my landlord” said a local Zimbabwean asylum seeker – and we can stop them! Already, when G4S sub-contractors evicted a woman and her baby 40 miles away to a slum in Doncaster, asylum seekers and campaigners made them back down. As a result of our campaign the sub-contractor (United Property Management) has been thrown off the contract, stopping them getting public money to provide slum housing. 
We think DCH should show solidarity with asylum seekers facing private slum housing by

· Supporting the No to G4S campaign on the DCH website

· Publicising resistance to privatised slum housing

· Supporting MP Jeremy Corbyn’s Early Day Motion 182 on G4S

· Informing MPs who support the All Party Parliamentary Council Housing Group

· Calling on tenants’ associations to welcome and show solidarity with all people needing social housing – whether they were born in the UK or not

This leaflet was produced by

 The South Yorkshire Migration and Asylum Action Group (SYMAAG). We are a campaign group which unites refugee, asylum and migrant organisations with, trade unions, charities, political parties and supporting individuals. SYMAAG campaigns both for the rights of those seeking asylum and of those coming to work in this country
Contact: SYMAAG: dignitynotdetention@yahoo.co.uk  See www.symaag.org.uk
See the No to G4S Campaign see http://notog4s.blogspot.co.uk/  Twitter #stopg4s
