STOP Prison Guards Housing Asylum Seekers
STOP G4S!
“I don’t want a prison guard as my landlord” – Zimbabwean asylum seeker in Sheffield

G4S (Group 4 Security) is the world’s largest private security army and the biggest private UK company with contracts worth £600m for security, managing detention centres, prisons and 675 court and police station cells. It is providing 10,000 guards for the Olympics costing us another £100 million

Now G4S and other security companies hope to get £135million of our money - to privatise the housing of people seeking asylum and put them in slum housing or “hostel accommodation”.

G4S lost a previous contract with the Government for ‘escorting’ deported asylum seekers as a result of 773 complaints of abuse and the death of an asylum seeker. Three G4S employees are on bail facing criminal charges for this death. From March 1st asylum seekers in Yorkshire and Humberside are being expected to face them and their sub-contractors as landlords.
The new contracts will mean the privatisation of the whole of asylum seeker housing. Sheffield (a “City of Sanctuary”), Barnsley, and Rotherham Councils still maintain the humanitarian policies which have in the past housed Chilean, Vietnamese boat people, Burmese, Kosovan and Liberian refugees. If South Yorkshire councils lose the housing contracts, it will mean over 500 asylum seekers, families and individuals, dispersed to private landlords or hostels often miles away from children’s schools or family doctors. Dozens of local authority jobs will go with the contracts.
Fat cats and politicians will benefit from the misery inflicted on traumatised families.G4S chief executive Nick Buckles, according to the Annual Report, gets an annual salary and shares worth £2.4m and a possible annual bonus of £1.2m. His pension pot is at present worth £7m. Former Labour Home Secretary now Lord (John) Reid, is a director at G4S who put him on the payroll at £50,000 in 2008 when he was a backbench MP. G4S are also experts at tax avoidance, hiding their profits in 12 global tax havens including Bahrain – a repressive government that kills its own people, causing people to seek asylum…
Do you want your taxes to go to this giant profit-hungry security company?
G4S means INsecurity for asylum seekers, job losses for council workers
Demonstrate: Thursday March 1st 12.30 at Sheffield Town Hall. March to UK Borders Agency, Vulcan House, Millsands S3 8NS
Demonstration organised by the South Yorkshire Migration and Asylum Action Group. www.symaag.org.uk/  dignitynotdetention@yahoo.co.uk. Supported by and speakers from Unison Local Government Branch Sheffield, and Church Action on Poverty, with the support of ASSIST Sheffield, Sheffield City of Sanctuary, Sheffield Palestine Solidarity Campaign and many asylum and refugee community organisations
